36	Population
onwards, and if there was a steadily rising trend of population this
effect would be still more noticeable. For England and Wales, how-
ever, which are now in a stage of transition from a rapidly rising to
a stationary or falling population, the maximum numbers were in
1931 to be found in the age-group 20-4; this is due to the effects of
the sharp fall in the numbers of births since the beginning of the
War. When we compare this situation with that in the 'rural' parts
of the Survey Area in 1931, it is clear that there is quite a close corre-
spondence with the national trend. There is a rather smaller relative
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fig. 18. Age-composition of the Population, 1931.
deficiency in the numbers of children under 5 years of age, which is
probably partly due to the higher €true' birth-rate in agricultural
districts, and partly to the krge numbers of young married couples
living in the 'satellite* villages. Wheatley, for instance, had 94 chil-
dren under 5, and 93 aged 5-9, per 1,000 of its population, as com-
pared with the national standard of 75. There is some deficiency in
the age-groups 30-59, which is the result of heavy emigration from
the villages in the twenty years before the War, and there is a rather
substantial excess above the national standard in the age-groups over
60, which may be due to the attractiveness of the residential suburbs
as places of retirement for the aged, as a result of the cultural and
social attractions provided by the university. But none of these
divergences from the national standard is really substantial.
In Oxford City, however, the position was altogether different.
The outstanding features are the large rektive deficiencies in the
number of children under 15, and the enormous rektive excess in
the age-groups 15-29, and especially in that from 20 to 24. The

